
Siskiyou County 
Planning Commission Supplemental Staff Report 

November 16, 2022 

New Business Agenda Item No. 2 
Timberhitch Quarry (SP-22-01) and UP 79-31 
Property Owners: Jack L & Glenda F Williamson 
 18801 Leavers Lane 
 Macdoel, CA 96058-9781 

 Faye J Williamson 
 2836 Superior Drive 
 Livermore, CA 94550 

 James A & Tamra L Williamson 
 33 Fairview Avenue 
 Bay Point, CA 94565 

Mine Operator: Butte Creek Minerals Ltd. 

Project Summary Use Permit 79-31 revocation. 

Location: The surface mine is located within Butte Valley, ¼ mile east of State 
Highway 97, and 1 mile south of East Ball Mountain Little Shasta Road; 
APNs: 011-250-170 and 011-280-290; Township 45N, Range 2W, 
Sections 11, 12 and 14, MDB&M; Latitude 41.594°, Longitude -122.407°. 

Zoning: Prime Agricultural (AG-1) and Non-Prime Agricultural, 40-acre minimum 
parcel size (AG-2-B-40) 

Exhibits: A. Draft Resolution PC-2022-028 
 B.  Use Permit 79-31 
 C.  Reclamation Plan 
 D.  Public Hearing Notice 
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Background 
This project was most recently discussed at the June 15, 2022, Planning Commission meeting. The 
Siskiyou County Planning Commission formally found that Butte Creek Minerals, Ltd. (BCM), the 
operator of Timberhitch Mine, is not financially capable of completing reclamation and has refused to 
provide a financial assurance in an amount deemed adequate by the lead agency. Staff was directed to 
take appropriate actions to cause forfeiture of financial assurances. In accordance with the Siskiyou 
County Code and Surface Mining and Reclamation Act (SMARA), the operator was given 60 days to 
commence reclamation in a letter dated June 28, 2022.  

Mine operator BCM is a dissolved corporation. The sole surviving shareholder Patricia McMillan filed 
paperwork with the Secretary of State stating that the corporation had no outstanding liabilities, despite 
the unmet obligations at the mine site, and dissolved the corporation. The County’s efforts to 
correspond with Patricia McMillan as the sole surviving former shareholder of BCM have resulted in no 
return communications from Ms. McMillan.  The mine is without any operator, no entity will take 
responsibility for its reclamation, and it has been abandoned.   

Mr. Clif McMillan (“Clif”) represented that he could act on behalf of BCM and notified the County that he 
intended to reclaim the site and had already removed some scrap metal. He also indicated that due to 
extreme fire danger, he would need an extension because some reclamation activities could risk 
starting a fire. The County proposed December 1, 2022, as the final reclamation date and requested: 
(1) a letter of authorization establishing Mr. McMillan represented and worked on behalf of BCM, (2) a 
letter from the purported third-party equipment owner authorizing scrapping/removal of the equipment 
and (3) an updated Financial Assurance Mechanism (FAM). 

On September 2, 2022, Clif sent an email to the County indicating the only partner of BCM had passed 
away (Mr. Cliff McMillian Sr.) so he would not be able to establish authority to act on behalf of BCM, 
and therefore would not be pursuing the mine reclamation. Despite correspondence and noticing, the 
County has received no responsive telephone calls or correspondence from the sole surviving former 
shareholder of BCM, Patricia McMillan.  As no one will be reclaiming the mine site on behalf of BCM, 
the County intends to forfeit BCM’s financial assurances (specifically the bond) and reclaim the mine 
site.  

Due to BCM not having the financial capability to reclaim the mine site, nor providing the County with 
the necessary documents to move forward with reclamation, the County is now required to reclaim the 
mine site in order to fulfil Surface Mining and Reclamation Act of 1975 (SMARA) requirements. 

Discussion 
The Siskiyou County Municipal Code, Article 14- Expiration, Revocation, and Appeals of Permits and 
Variances, identifies a process for use permit revocation: 

Sec. 10-6.1402. - Revocation of permits.  

Any zoning permit, use permit, or variance granted in accordance with the provisions of this chapter 
may be revoked by the Board in the manner set forth in this section if any of the conditions or terms of 
such permits or variances are violated, if compliance is not made with the provisions of this chapter, or 
if the following findings are made: 
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a) Use Permits. The continuance of the use would be detrimental to the health, safety, morals, 
comfort, and general welfare of the persons residing or working in the neighborhood of such use 
or would be injurious or detrimental to property and improvements in the neighborhood or to the 
general welfare of the County. 

Before the Board shall consider the revocation of any permit, the Planning Commission shall hold a 
public hearing thereon after giving written notice thereof to the permittee at least ten (10) days in 
advance of such hearing and in the same time and manner provided by law. Within five (5) days 
thereafter, the Planning Commission shall transmit a report of its findings and its recommendations on 
the revocation to the Board. 

Findings 
The following finding must be made in order for the Planning Commission to recommend revocation to 
the Board of Supervisors: 

a) Use Permits. The continuance of the use would be detrimental to the health, safety, morals, 
comfort, and general welfare of the persons residing or working in the neighborhood of such use 
or would be injurious or detrimental to property and improvements in the neighborhood or to the 
general welfare of the County. 

Here, due to BCM not being able to reclaim the mine to the standards identified in the approved 
reclamation plan, Condition 4 of the Use Permit requiring that the uses under the permit be conducted 
in accordance with the Reclamation Plan has been violated to the detriment of the neighborhood and 
general welfare of the County. Allowing for the Use Permit to remain in effect, which permit runs with 
the land unless revoked, with no person or entity being willing to meet the conditions of the Use Permit 
or the obligations of the Reclamation Plan imposes a threat to the general welfare of Siskiyou County 
residents. Additionally, the spending of taxpayers’ dollars to clean up the mine site due to BCM being 
financially incapable to do so, impacts the general welfare of County expenditures, by having to use 
funding that could have been used for other purposes or programs. 

Additionally, Timberhitch Quarry was notice/cited for multiple violations over the life of the permit 
without any corrective action being taken by any responsible party, including: 

• Inadequate reclamation plan. 

• Inadequate Financial Assurance Mechanism Cost Estimate (FACE). 

• Idle mining operations without Interim Management Plan (IMP). 

o A surface mining operation which remains idle for over one year after becoming idle as 
defined in Section 2727.1 without obtaining approval of an interim management plan 
shall be considered abandoned and the operator shall commence and complete 
reclamation in accordance with the approved reclamation plan (PRC Section 2770 
(h)(6)). Siskiyou County Code, Sec. 10-5.110 

• Hazardous materials storage without a Hazardous Materials Business Plan. 

• No proof of liability insurance in the amount of $500,000.  (Condition 11.) 

• Delinquent in payment to the County’s annual inspection fees. 

• No official map or legal description which defines the boundaries of the mining area, and 
reclamation plan, to adequately complete reclamation in accordance with SMARA. 
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• Illegal disposal of solid waste. 

Comments 
No comments have been received at the time this staff report was written. 

Planning Staff Recommendations 
• Adopt Resolution PC-22-028 taking the following actions: 

1. Recommend that the Board of Supervisors find that continuance of the mining use under 
UP-79-31 would be: 

a. detrimental to the health, safety, morals, comfort, and general welfare of the persons 
residing or working in the neighborhood of such use; and, 

b. injurious or detrimental to the general welfare of the County. 
2. Recommend that the Board of Supervisors find the condition to the granting of UP-79-31 

related to the Reclamation Plan has been violated. 
3. Recommend that the Board of Supervisors revoke Use Permit (UP-79-31). 
4. Determines the project categorically exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act 

(CEQA) pursuant to Section 15321. 

Suggested Motion 
I move that we adopt Resolution PC-2022-028, A Resolution of the Planning Commission of the County 
of Siskiyou, Recommending that the Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors Revoke the Use Permit of 
Timberhitch Mine (U-79-31), Make All Necessary Findings Required Under the Siskiyou County 
Municipal Code and Determine the Project Exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA). 

Preparation 
Prepared by the Siskiyou County Planning Division. 

For project specific information or to obtain copies for your review, please contact: 
Hailey Lang, Deputy Director of Planning 
Siskiyou County Planning Division 
806 S. Main Street 
Yreka, California 96097 
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Resolution PC 2022-028 
A Resolution of the Planning Commission of the County of Siskiyou Recommending that 

the Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors Revoke the Use Permit of Timberhitch Mine 
(U-79-31), Make All Necessary Findings Required Under the Siskiyou County Municipal 
Code and Determine the Project Exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act 

(CEQA) 

Whereas, on August 1, 1979, the Planning Commission approved the Timberhitch Mine 
Use Permit and Reclamation Plan (UP-79-31 & RP-79-31) subject to the requirements of the 
adopted Reclamation Plan, and Conditions of Approval; and 

Whereas, Butte Creek Minerals Ltd was the last known entity engaged in surface mining 
operations and is the operator (hereinafter “operator”) as identified on the most recent Financial 
Assurance Cost Estimate; and 

Whereas, a Notice of Public Hearing was published in the Siskiyou Daily News on 
November 2, 2022; and 

Whereas, hearing notices were posted pursuant to Siskiyou County Code Section 10-
6.2805 et seq.; and 

Whereas, notification of the Community Development Department’s intent to seek 
revocation of UP-79-31 and hearing notices were mailed both first class and return receipt 
requested to all property owners, both surface and minreral, of the property associated with UP-
79-31; and 

Whereas, the Planning Commission during the May 18, 2022, meeting, determined the 
operator, Butte Creek Minerals Ltd. is not financially capable of completing reclamation of 
Timberhitch Mine; and 

Whereas, the Planning Division presented its oral and written staff report on the 
Timberhitch Mine (SP-22-01 and UP-79-31) Use Permit revocation at the Planning 
Commission’s regularly scheduled meeting on November 16, 2022; and  

Whereas, on November 16, 2022, the Chair of the Planning Commission opened the 
duly noticed public hearing on the Timberhitch Mine (SP-22-01 and UP-79-31) to receive 
testimony, both oral and written, following which the Chair closed the public hearing and the 
Commission discussed the Timberhitch Mine Project (SP-20-01 and UP-79-31) prior to reaching 
its decision; and 

Whereas, the Planning Division recommended Timberhitch Mine Use Permit revocation 
(SP-22-01 and UP-79-31) be determined categorically exempt from the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Section 15321 of the CEQA Guidelines because 
this determination is defined as an enforcement action taken by a regulatory agency; and 

Now, Therefore Be It Resolved that the Planning Commission, based on the evidence 
in the record, hereby takes the following actions on the Timberhitch Mine (SP-22-01 and UP-79-
31): 

1. Recommend that the Board of Supervisors find that continuance of the mining use 
under UP-79-31 would be: 
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a. detrimental to the health, safety, morals, comfort, and general welfare of the 
persons residing or working in the neighborhood of such use; and, 

b. injurious or detrimental to the general welfare of the County. 
 

2. Recommend that the Board of Supervisors find the condition to the granting of UP-
79-31 related to the Reclamation Plan has been violated. 
 

3. Recommend that the Board of Supervisors revoke Use Permit (UP-79-31). 
 

4. Determines the project categorically exempt from the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Section 15321. 

 
 
It is hereby certified that the foregoing Resolution PC-2022-028 was duly adopted on a 

motion by Commissioner __________________________ and seconded by Commissioner 
__________________________, at a regular meeting of the Siskiyou County Planning 
Commission held on the 16th day of November 2022, by the following voice vote: 

Ayes: 

Noes: 

Absent: 

Abstain: 

  

Siskiyou County Planning Commission 

_____________________________________ 
Danielle Lindler, Chair 

Witness, my hand and seal this 16th day of November 2022. 

____________________________________________ 
Hailey Lang, Secretary of the Commission 
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t[,-79-3I
Al)#: I l-250-170, I l-280-090

SISKIYOU COI.JN'I'Y I'LANNING COMMTSSION

LAND USE PBRMIT

PERMISSION lS IIEREBY GRANTED TO: Tirnberlritch, Inc'

ADDITESS: 1428 Pacil-ic'l'errace, Klatnath Falls, Oregon 97601

l,Ul{pOSE: To allow contirruett operation of tlrree existing gravel excavatiorl sites subject

to five-year reviews by tlre Planning Conunission for any t'evisions tlrat rnight be

appropriate.

I'IIOPEII.I'Y LOCA'|ED IN SECTIONS I1. 12. ANCI 14, TOWNSIIIP 45 NORTH,

I{ANGE 2 WEST.

STJBJECI' TO THE FOLLOWING:

l. 'flre ttse slrall be irt accorclance with the approved plot plan'

2. 'l'lre Use Penlrit cloes rrot strpersede dced restlictions'

3. All Cotrnty roail arrd yard setbacks trtttst be tnet'

4. 'l'lrat the Reclanration Plan is a conditiorl of approval in that they will lrave to operate

withilt tlre lintitations of the Ileclanlation Plan'

5. 'l'lre excavation is to be no deeper ilrarr twelve feet which is inclrrdetl itr tlte excavation

prtrject descriptiorr.

6. 'nre [Jse lrerurit will be for a periotl of flve years at whiclt tiltre it will be strtrject ttr

re-review by tlre Corlrlissiolr lbr lirrther extension or otlter correctiotrs that rtray be

necessary.

7 . No blasting slrall be allowed during (he bald eagle ltesting seasort (Jantlary I thlotrgh

August 3l of each year) unless sllecitically authorize(l by tlre Departlttent of }rish&

GarIe. If the bald eugi., u." not nesl,ing in tlre nesting territory or abandon lhe

territory cluring the neiting season, blasting Iestlictions will be-lifted for tltat ycar'

Nestirrg status will be diternrined by tlre Departnrent of Fistr & Ganre. The

Depnrtrirent of Fislr & Gan.re slrall be allowetl entry for inspectiorl and irnplerlrettt;ttiolt

Plrrposes.

8. 1'he applicant shall not clischarge soil, sitt, bark, slash, sawdust or otlter organic or

carllrep rtraterial liptlt arty qrrarryirtg, cortstrttctiort or associaled activities of wlratcver

,atur.e irto auy strealn ol' watercourse in the basin irt qrrarttities deleterious to fish,

wildlife or otlter beneficial uses'

g. .llre applicarrt slrall not place or dispose ol soil, silt, bark, slaslr, sawdrtst or otlrer

or.garric ol. eartlre, nraterial lrorn arry qtrarlying, cotrslt'ttcliott.or associaled acti]l:le:

ol' wltatcver lilttlle illto ally Strealll or watercotlt'se ip tlre basin irr qtlalltttles

tleleteriorts to lish, wildlil'e or otller benelicial rrses'

10. 'l'lre prolrerty owner Sllall provide secrrrity itr atr atlrount not less tlran'Iwenty-six

liun6recl Dollars ($2,600) to co,stittr(e pe;forlilallce and reclarllatiorr bo,ds' line of

credit or ort,", ,".,,iit] o"Lp,nrrr" to tlre iounty whiclt shall be rnaintained during the

lile of this pernrit. The insuran." .on.,po,ly, 30 clays Pr]ol to tlte cancellation,

expiration ol default, shall uotify the Plinnirrg Director, P.o. Box 1085, Yreka,

california, 96097 in rlte event of cartcellation, expiration or default' Note: 'Ilre

secrrrity slrall be proui.t",l to tlte Siskiyou cotrnty Planning Departrlrellt no later tlran

WednesdaY, FetrrrrarY l, 1990'
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ISSUED: 1,t L? ,144h

Al'}#: I l-250-170, I l-280-090

SISKTVOU COTINI'Y I'LANNING COMMISSION

LAND USB PDRMIT

The applicarrt slrall provitle liability arrd property rlaruage ittsttt'ance in the artrotrrlt of

$500100 sipgle liibility on a conlpany autlrolized to do brtsiness in the Stztte of

California anJ acceptabie to tlre Cotrnty. The County shall be nartred as additional

insuled.

Upon conrpletion of qtrarrying activities, tlre applicarlt shall evenly redistribute any

stockpilecl iopsoil over tlre distttrbed areas and revegelate said areas with vegetation

acceplable to tlre Dellartnlellt of Fish & Garle.

A clremical toilet shall be provided on site for qtrarry opelators during quarry

opelations.

Prior to Use Pernrit issrtance, a Hazatdotrs Materials Business Plan shall be subrnitted

to the Health Departnrent's satislaction.

NO'I-A'I'ION:

DA'|'E: Marclr 3. 1993

API'IIOVED D. Barnurtr, SecletarY

Siskiyou Cotrnty Plannirrg Corurtission

Tlris Use Pernrit is autonratically tenninated and all rights thereunder rescinded

wlrerr not trsed for tlre above purpose witlrin two years of issrtatrce or', if once

established, not ttsed for orte year

l.)c: Public Works, L. Innran
Builcling Departntet)t, B. Fiock
Assessor, E. Kische
Health Departulent
Federal I-arrd Bank Association
File
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COUNTY OF SISKIYOU 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
Building ♦ Environmental Health ♦ Planning 
806 South Main Street∙ Yreka, California 96097 
Phone: (530) 841-2100 ∙ Fax: (530) 841-4076 

https://www.co.siskiyou.ca.us/community-development 

RICHARD J. DEAN 
 DIRECTOR 

AARON STUTZ, MD 
PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICER 

BUILDING 
Glenn Shockency, Deputy Director 

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH 
Dan Wessell, Deputy Director 

PLANNING 
Hailey Lang, Deputy Director 

Notice of Public Hearing 
Notice is Hereby Given that the Siskiyou County Planning Commission will hold a Public Hearing on 
Wednesday, November 16, 2022 at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard, in 
the Board of Supervisors Chambers, 311 Fourth Street, Second Floor, Yreka, California, on the 
project described below.   

The public may attend by Zoom/teleconference.  The information necessary to attend by 
Zoom/teleconference will be set forth on the meeting Agenda posted both online and physically the 
Friday before the meeting.   

Timberhitch Mine (SP-22-01 / UP-79-31) 
Project Location and Description:  The project site is located within Butte Valley, a quarter-mile 
east of State Highway 97, and one mile south of Little Shasta/Ball Mountain Road on APNs 011-250-
170 and 011-280-290; Township 45N, Range 2W, Sections 11,12 and14 MDB&M; Latitude 41.594°, 
Longitude -122.407°. 

This public hearing is intended to carry out the requirements identified in Article 14. - Expiration, 
Revocation, and Appeals of Permits and Variances within the Siskiyou County Municipal Code, in 
order to revoke the Use Permit (UP-79-31) associated with the Timberhitch Pit Surface Mine (CA 
Mine ID No. 91-47-0055). The activity allowed under UP-79-31 includes the operation of three gravel 
excavation sites.  

It is anticipated that the recommended finding will be determined to be categorically exempt from the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines pursuant to Section 15321, Enforcement 
Actions by Regulatory Agencies. A “categorical exemption” implies that the project will not result in 
any significant adverse environmental effect. The Planning Commission will consider the 
appropriateness of said environmental recommendation based on the record of evidence before 
them. If substantial evidence has been presented demonstrating a more appropriate environmental 
determination than the one that has been recommended, the Planning Commission may require 
and/or approve an alternative environmental determination pursuant to the requirements of CEQA. 

All project documents are on file at the Planning Division of the Siskiyou County Community 
Development Department, 806 South Main Street, Yreka, California, 96097, and are available for 
public review.  A staff report and all attachments will be available for public review three working days 
prior to the Planning Commission meeting either at the Planning Division office or online on the 
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Siskiyou County Planning Commission’s meeting page: 
https://www.co.siskiyou.ca.us/planningcommission/page/planning-commission-meeting-56  

All items presented to the Planning Commission during a public hearing, including but not limited to, 
letters, e-mail, petitions, photos, or maps, become a permanent part of the record and must be 
submitted to the Clerk of the Commission.  It is advised that the presenter bring 12 copies of anything 
presented to the Commission and that the presenter create copies in advance for their own records. 

All public records related to an open session item on the Agenda which are not exempt from 
disclosure pursuant to the California Public Records Act that are distributed to a majority of the 
legislative body will be available for public inspection at 806 S. Main Street, Yreka, CA 96097, at the 
time that the public records are distributed or made available to a majority of the members of the 
legislative body. 

Any concerns or issues relating to the application must be raised during the public review period or at 
the public hearing.  Public comments can be submitted via mail or hand delivery to the Planning 
Division (806 S. Main Street, Yreka, CA 96097) or email to planning@co.siskiyou.ca.us.  Please 
include your name and physical address.  Comments must be received by the County by 5:00 p.m. 
the day before the public hearing.  If you challenge either the proposed project or the project’s 
environmental document in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you or someone 
else raised at the public hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to 
Planning prior to or at the public hearing. 

For more information regarding the proposed project or the public hearing, please contact Hailey 
Lang at (530) 841-2100 or hlang@co.siskiyou.ca.us. 

Hailey Lang, Secretary 
Siskiyou County Planning Commission 
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