
State of California - Department of Fish and Wildlife
2026 ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT FILING FEE CASH RECEIPT
DFW753.5a (REV. 01/01/26) Previously DFG 753.5a

Print

RECEIPT NUMBER:

Save

47-04/23/2026-021
STATE CLEARINGHOUSE NUMBER (if applicable)

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE. TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY. 2025081335
LEAD AGENCY

BUTTE WATER DISTRICT
LEAD AGENCY EMAIL DATE

04/23/2026

COUNTY/STATE AGENCY OF FILING
SISKIYOU COUNTY

DOCUMENT NUMBER
2026-47-021

PROJECT TITLE

TEMPORARY WATER TRANSFERS FROM 2026 TO 2030

PROJECT APPLICANT NAME
BUTTE WATER DISTRICT

PROJECT APPLICANT EMAIL PHONE NUMBER

(530)846-3100

PROJECTAPPLICANT ADDRESS

735 VIRGINIA STREET

CITY

GRIDLEY

STATE

CA

ZIP CODE

95948

PROJECT APPLICANT (Check appropriate box)

nLocal Public Agency |~| School District [x] Other Special District State Agency Private Entity

CHECK APPLICABLE FEES:
Environmental Impact Report (EIR)
Mitigated/Negative Declaration (MND)(ND)
Certified Regulatory Program (CRP) document - payment due directly to CDFW

$ 4,227.50 $
$ 3,043.75 $
$ 1,437.25 $

Exempt from fee
Notice of Exemption (attach)
CDFW No Effect Determination (attach)

Fee previously paid (attach previously issued cash receipt copy)

Water Right Application or Petition Fee (State Water Resources Control Board only) 5 850.00 $

E County documentary handling fee $ 50.00 $ 50,00

Other NOTICE OF DETERMINATION $

PAYMENT METHOD:
Cash Credit S Check Other 211888 TOTAL RECEIVED $ 50,00

SIGNATURE AGENCY OF FILING PRINTED NAME AND TITLE

ENDORSED-W. WINNINGHAM
Wendy Winningham Deputy Clerk

ORIGINAL - PROJECT APPLICANT COPY - CDFW/AS8 COPY -LEAD AGENCY COPY -COUNTY CLERK DFW753.5a (Rev.01012020)
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Appendix D

Siskiyou County

M

has approved the above.This is to advise that Ihe . Butte Water District
’ (H:Lead Agency or. Responsible Agency)

• Title: General Manager

Received for filing at OPR:

Revised 2011

Signature (Publi

Date: It

L^i'i

Authority cited; Sections 21083, Public Resources Code.
Reference Section 21000-21174, Public Resources Code.

From: :
Public Agency:. Butte Water District

State Clearinghouse Number (if submitted to State Clearinghouse): 2025081335 •

Project Title:. Temporary Water Transfers from 2026 td 2030 ;, . • .

described project on April 21, 2026 and.has made the following,determinations regarding the above /
(date) ?•' •’ -

described project. . r

.1. Theproject [□will will riot] have a significant effect on the.environment. .
21gAn Environmental Impact Report wasprepared.for thisproject pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.

A Negative-Declaration was prepared for this project pursuant to the.provisions of CEQA.
3. Mitigation measures [H were were not] made a condition of.the approval of the project.
4. A mitigation reporting.or monitoring plan [Hwas was not] adopted for this project.
5. A-.statement of Overriding Considerations [[~|;was [■] was not] adopted for this project.
6. Findings [B were were not] made pursuant to the provisions,of CEQA.

This is to certify that the final EIR with comments,and responses and record of.project approval, or the
negative Declaration, is available to the General Public at:

• Butte Water D located at 735 Virgipia Street, Gridley, CA95948.

Project Applicant: •Butte Water District, 735 Virginia Street, Gridley,'CA 95948 —APR 23 2026
Project Location.(include county): Butte:and Sutter County , : . ; IAURA RYMUM CLERK
Project Description: '

. .
The District .is.preparing for.potential one-year water transfers over a-five-year period from zU26 tnrd0
The. transfers may. be for environmental enhancement or for one on:more buyers with temporary unmet
consumptive water demands.Santa Clara Valley Water DistrictfValley Water) Would have-the first right of refusal

: for. the water transfers from BWD. If Valley Water chooses .to not take;the.water.transfers, the District could
•transfer to any' potential buyer in; the State.including, but- not limited tbi those in Sadramento County.' See
attachment for full Project Description details. .

. U.S. Mail: Street Address: . .’A^s:-TaSVirginia Street — ,
- • ••• • . • Gndley.CA 95948 :: • , ::P.O. Box 3044 „ 1400 Tenth St., Rm 113 —■ . . • ,. • •

' 1 • _ • Contact: Donnie Stinnett ... . • ••
. Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 Sacramento,.CA 95814 : ~ 7 '

Phone:(530)846-3100 . ,,

.. H County Clerk '1'
County of- Siskiyou LeadAgency (if different from above):

311’Fourth Street.- Room 201 : ; Butte Water-District....
Yreka, CA 96097 Address: 735-Virginia Street ~ ;
". . . - .—- — .. , r.Gridley.CA 95948 : . .. .

Contact: Donnie Stinnett '
, -

Ph'ofie: (530) 846-3100

SUBJECT: Filing of Notice of Determination In compliancewith Section 21108 or 21152.of.the Public .
Resources Code. - :

Notice of Determination
io: - •

.' ;Office-of Pjanrilng'and Research



' / Project Description / --■

• District Background —
:. The Butte Water District (BWD) W^ 956 and may diyertup to 133,200 acredeet (AF) bf: : .

water during.the defined irrigation ‘season under the:fefrns of a 1969 Agreement paDiversion of :
' Water from the Feather River with-the Stateof California, actingby.andlhrough-the Department of.

Water Resources (DWR).apd:allocated thrdugh.ad97d-Jpiht;pperatirig.Agreement with
' District, Richvale Irrigation District, Biggs-West Gridley Water District, and:Sutter Extension Water • '

; -District,.known collectively as the JointWatef Districts. As a .result.bf these, agreements, BWD's . : /
•: "■ water isdiverted from the Thermalito Afterbay, part of the Oroville Complex.TheH969 Diversionof : -.
’ Water agreement requires written approval from DWR before any of the districts can transfer water

outside the service areas of the Joint Board,An agreement betweeni DWR;and! the proposed water : k '

.. ’ . purchasers to store or.transport the water throughthe State Water Project (SWP) orCentral Valley
Project (GVPyfacilities may also be required to implement awatertt^

. Water transfers ‘

'th'e;District is preparing forpotential transfers:oyer a. five-year period frpmi2026
:: through 2d3d;.The transfers'may be.forenvifon’mentalenh or fprpne brmore buyers with
'temporary.unmet consumptive water demands. Santa Clara Valley Water district (Valley Water)
would have the first rightof refusal for.thewatertransfers from BWD./'i ; y.. • ;T ;;

' Awaterfrahsfer.tempdrari.ly moves w.aterfrom.awiilirigseller (BWD)to.ah environmentalpurpose of . '

\ wilUrig buyer/Toimake newwater available, the seller must.take an acflon to reduce:consumptive .
use,"usea substitutewater supply suchas groundwater, oruse.water in storage. Additionally, water, j
transfers must comply withall’ applicable State and federal laws; Moreover, .under the 1969 /J .
Diversion of Water Agreement,with: the State of California,' BWD’s water.entitlemehf is subject to:a
:droughtreduction:.’under certain',circumstances related to dry hydrologic:conditions. If BWD’s :
’. entitlement is.curtailed 50 perdent for.an irrigation seasoni pursuant tqithe 1969 Agreement,:BWD ।

i•’> - has nothistorically participated in a land idling transfer. However; in the event.bf.a lesserreduction,
. the District may still participate’ in a land idling transfer BWD may:participate. in: a groundwater
/ .substitution transferfqr its lands-locatedin.Sutter County under any drought reductionscenario.’

: This EIR analyzes water transfersas if.the fullamountwould be transferred ev.eryyearduri’ngt^
. year.transfer period;however, transfers may be:les.s.frequentand:smaller involume oyer thisperiod. ’ ...

'. .’ Annualapproval of transfersis required by BWD, the end user, and DWR; regardless of the.EIR.term
or;the duration of.a water transfercontract. : ;

'.'•:• : -.Water transfer:Availability i; .. I i '

The water transfers would include short-term transfers of up to:24,000 AF in any year.- This includes - ;

up to 14,000 AF-from crop idlihgtransfefs and up lO.OOO AF from. groundwater substitution’ <■
transfers,' Water made'.available by- crop.:idling and/or .groundwater Substitution within the !■

: boundaries of the District wouid be retained and stored by the DWR at Lake Oroville for delivery to I
Valley Water (or.a different buyer if Valley Water refuses, as further discussed; beibw), pending ' .

' - • • ;•approvalfrom:DWR. J
; TheProjectarea,fromwhichthewater.forthepotentialtransferswo'uldbemade.available,isdefiried I .

by the District boundaries,, which encompass approximately’ 32,50.5 acres in the northern • ;
Sacramento Valley in both Butte and Sutter Counties. Land idled for the purpose of the potential



transfers would primarily be drawn from, the rice acreage within the District. However; those crops
' suitable for idlingas laid'.out in Table 2-Tof DWR’s DRAFTTechnical information for PreparingWater .

Transfer Proposals in 2019 within the Districtwould also have the potential to be idled for.the.sake ..
;- of transfers,Cropidlingacreages:for transfers'wouldbe to'the exclusion ofhabitat of theGiant Garter

Snake. Adjoining areas, other.irrigated lands;, drains;,wetlands, and waterfowlhabitatwould riot be ;

. affected, as those areas would receive their.'normal.entitlement, and: canals and drains, would
: operate at normal operating capacity. Water would be available on the same pattern- duringthe
•growingseason as.it would have been consumed had a crop been planted.

'WaterTransfer Type ' ' - ". •

' Cropland idling water transfers make.Water available by reducing the consumptive use of surface
. water applied for irrigation.In a groundwater substitutionprogram, groundwater is pumped and used •1 .

; for agriculturalpurposesin lieu of surface water supplies'. The equivalent surface'water supplies,are J
.:. then not diverted and are made available for transfer: Groundwater,pumping, if applicable, would :

only occur Within that portion of the District boundaries that lie within'SutterCounty and in a manner :
consistent with the. Groundwater Sustainability Plan. (GSP) developed under.the.Sustainable .
Groundwater Management Act'(SGMA) and would: only utilize BWD wells;:The District’s proposed

. water transfers would, fully.comply with DWR’s DRAFT Technical Information for Preparing Water
Transfer Proposals in 2019. where applicable regarding land.idling.and groundwater:substitution'

' transfers as well' as monitoring and reporting for groundwater conditions before,1 during, and after [ .
. j. the transfer period,; • . . ’’ 1:

The quantity of transfer water made available through cropidling is currently calculated based on
\ the pattern of Evapotranspiration Rate of: Applied Wafer (ETAW), in; the absence of technical
. : information supporting, an alternate' method, the Quantity of transfer water will continue to..be . ;

calculated based on ETAW for any drop acreage idling.'Consistent with the' provisions contained in
California Water Code Section 1018; potential participating landowners would be encouraged to.
cultivate or retain non-irrigated cover crops or natural vegetation into their crbpland idling transfer '

. to protect habitat value in the area.to be.idled.:ln addition, only 20 percent-of irrigable acres rnay.be i
; idled under a crop idling water transfers.according to DWR’s; DRAFT Technical Information for -

. ; PreparingWaterTransferPrdposalsin2O19.'' ;. ,

• For thegroundwater substitution transfers, the Proje'ctwould extract up to 10,000 AF of groundwater ; .

/ from BWD productionwells; Two existing Wells have approximate production capacities of 3,500
gallons per minute (GPM) and:4,O0O GPM, respectively. BWD is alsoin the process of purchasing ;
.land for the future installation of a third production well that would also be used if completed within
the five:year- project duration, which would bring the' total water. Available, for .transfer from ;
groundwater substitutions to up to 10,000 AF. BWD also owns three groundwater monitoring wells .
and.uses these wells, among others that are not owned by the District (such as those defined, in .
transfer agreements and.DWR’s Water Transfer Information ManagementSystem,amongothers), to

. monitor groundwater levels in the vicinity of the production wells to:ensure that no: substantial
;depletion of. groundwater supplies occurs as a result of 'groundwater production. The District has }

operated these wells in the past at similar production rates and, consistent, with extensive .
monitoring and reporting for such past usage,.BWD has riot observed any substantial irnpacts on
gfouridwater levels, groundwater supplies, or to third parties of other environmental resources. '■

Water Transfer Operations
No hew construction or improvements by BWD, Valley Water of other potential buyers, or DWR i
wouldbenecessaryforthe production andtrahsfer of water resultingfromthe Project.-However, the



.■aforementioned third.production well could be.installed during the five-year Project duration and j
’would likely be used for’.Project activitiesIf;completed. As;mentioned above, BWD'receives water i

•; from OrovilleReservoir under.a Diversjon'Agreement with-theState of California.Normaloperations ; ..
invblve:DWR releasing waterfrom the Oroville Reservoir to the Thermalito Afterbay to be diverted by (

. BWD. For water transfers, DWR'feduces what; it: releases', and, as a' result, BWD also; reduces its r/ / .
• water diversions. Water would be stored in the Oroville Reservoir if capacity is available and stored •

"water follows DWR's applicable policies and regulations. Storing transfer water could hot affect the
ability of DWR tomeet environmental commitment or water deliveries’and would not be possible if
flood-releases were beingm’adefrom the Ofoyille Reservoir asno capacity would be available.Water
would become available fortransferonthesame schedutethat.ltwould havebeen;delivefedto BWD.

/In most cases, this wduld involve water accruing in storage attheOrovilte Reservoir in May and June
: before beingconveyed downstream in July through September. :
Santa Clara Valley Water District : ' ’ ’ ’

It is anticipated,that a key recipieht of BWp's transfer supplies willbe Valley Water, who has the first | .
right of refusal.of.water transfers as.a part of the Project In theevent thatValleyWater doesnot elect :

: to receivethe transferredwater, theDistrict may pursue transfers to the environment or Other buyers
. where BWD can utilize existing water infrastructure’ to convey transfer -water..If.both Valley Water . .

and direct conveyance route -for the transfer" water are not available, BWD .may pursue a
simultaneous water exchange to convey waterto the environment or other buyers. BWD may also

'

transfer water for environmental enhancement; such as for purposes like the Healthy'.Rivers and .:
Landscapes.program’if it weretb be adopted duringthe five-year period;. ..’

Valley Waterhas contracts for100,000AFperyear(AFY).of SWP water and152,500 AFY of CVP water.
.However, :Wa.ter availability:.arid environmental conditions impact the actual amount Of water . ।

’■ delivered.-As a result', Valley Water receives an average of approximately 170,000 AFY from the two :
sources combined. During periods of water shortage when contract.allocations are low, Valley ’

Water has historical^ participated. in water.transfers.to. secure, supplemental.water J;.-
addition,. Valley Water’s. Anderson Reservoir.is currently, restricted to dea.dpool due to seismic ’ .

. . concerns" which, in turn, takes away substantial drinking water resourcesi for Santa Clara County.
The Anderson Dam Is presently undergoinga seismic retrofit, but the project is not anticipated to be . '
completed, until 2033.' As such, Valley Water’s dependence on water transfers is expected to be ’

: .higher untilproject completion.
’ Since -1996, Valley- Water has participated in a water banking and exchange- program with' -the ’

Semitropic Water’Storage District located.in Kern County/ in wet.years; Valley Water stores excess
• . Delta-conveyed.water in the Semitropic Groundwater Bankfor later use, such asduring dry.years. ,

To meet current and future demands, Valley Water has also implemented a long-term water l-
•. conservation program. With a target pf saving 100,000 AFY by 2030, the long-term program offers a j

variety of incentives and rebates that achieve: sustainable' water savings. The program saved
. approximately 85,000 AF in 2024. , •

" . ' '•' • ।- • . i-: . • • • i .■. • I

V ’ * • l



Notice of Determination Appendix D
To:

Office of Planning and Research
U.S. Mail: Street Address:
P.O. Box 3044 1400 Tenth St., Rm 113
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 Sacramento, GA 95814

H County Clerk
County of:.Butte
Address: 155 Nelson Avenue

Oroville, CA 95966

SUBJECT: Filing of Notice of Determination in compliance with Section 21108 or 21152 of the Public
Resources Code.

State Clearinghouse Number (if submitted to State Clearinghouse): 2025081335

Project Title: Temporary Water Transfers from 2026 to 2030

Project Applicant: Butte Water District, 735 Virginia Street, Gridley, CA 95948

Project Location (include county): Butte and Sutter County

Project Description:
The District is preparing for potential one-year water transfers over a five-year period from 2026 through 2030.
The transfers may be for environmental enhancement or for one or more buyers with temporary unmet
consumptive water demands/ Santa Ciara Valley Water District (Valley Water) would have the first right of refusal-
for the water transfers from BWD. If Valley Water chooses to not take the water transfers, the District could
transfer to any potential buyer in the State including, but not limited to, those in Sacramento County. See
attachment for full Project Description details.
This is to advise that the Butte Water District has approved the above

(E Lead Agency or Responsible Agency)

described project on April 21, 2026 and has made the following determinations regarding the above
(date)

described project.

1.The project [□will Hwill not] have a significant effect on the environment.
2. @j An Environmental Impact Report was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.

A Negative Declaration was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.
3. Mitigation measures [[■] were were not] made a condition of the approval of the project.
4. A mitigation reporting or monitoring plan [® was was'not] adopted for this project.
5. A statement of Overriding Considerations [□was Bl was not] adopted for this project.
6. Findings [® were were not] made pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.

This is to certify that the final EIR with comments and responses and record of project approval, or the
negative Declaration, is available to the General Public at:

Butte Water-District - District OffW/ocated at £35 Virginia Street, Gridley, CA 95948.

Signature (Public Agency): Title: General Manager

Date: u/x jib'"' ^Date Received for filing at OPR:

From:
Public Agency: Butte Water District
Address: 735 Virginia Street

Gridley, CA 95948
Contact: Donnie Stinnett
Phone:(530) 846-3100

Lead Agency (if different from above):
Butte Water District

Address: 735 Virginia Street
Gridley, CA 95948

Contact: Donnie Stinnett
Phone:(530) 846-3100

Authority cited: Sections 21083, Public Resources Code.
Reference Section 21000-21174, Public Resources Code. Revised 2011



DECLARATION OF FEES DUE
(California Fish and Wildlife Code Section 711.4)

FOR CLERK USE ONLY

NAME AND ADDRESS OF LEAD AGENCY/APPLICANT

A

CLASSIFICATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT:

FILING NO.

1. NOTICE OF EXEMPTION/STATEMENT OF EXEMPTION
[ ] A. Statutorily or Categorically Exempt

$50.00 (Fifty Dollars) Butte County Clerk's Fee
2. NOTICE OF DETERMINATION - FEE REQUIRED

[ ] A. Negative Declaration
$3043.75 (Three Thousand Forty Three Dollars and Seventy Five Cents) Stale Filing Fee

$50.00 (Fifty Dollars) Butte County Clerk's Fee
B. Environmental Impact Report
$4227.50 (Four Thousand Two Hundred Twenty Seven Dollars and Fifty Cents)

$50.00 (Fifty Dollars) Butte County Clerk's Fee
3. OTHER (Specify) General Rule Exemption

[ ] $50.00 (Fifty Dollars) Butte County Clerk's Fee

This form must be completed and submitted with all environmental documents filed with the Butte
County Clerk’s Office.

All applicable fees must be paid at the time of filing any environmental documents with the Butte
County Clerk's Office.

One original and two (2) copies of all necessary documents are required for filing purposes.

The $50.00 (Fifty Dollars) handling fee is required per filing in addition to the filing fee specified in
Fish and Game Code Section 711.4 (d).

Make checks payable to Butte County Clerk-Recorder.



® State of California - Department of Fish and Wildlife
2026 ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT FILING FEE CASH RECEIPT
DFW 753.5a (REV. 01/01/26) Previously DFG753.5a

RECEIPT NUMBER:
04-04212026-021
STATE CLEARINGHOUSE NUMBER (It applicable)

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE. TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY.
LEADAGENCY
BUTTE WATER DISTRICT

LEADAGENCY EMAIL DATE
04/21/2026

COUNTY/STATEAGENCY OF FILING

BUTTE
DOCUMENT NUMBER
297

PROJECT TITLE

TEMPORARY WATER TRANSFERS FROM 2026 TO 2030

PROJECT APPLICANT NAME
BUTTE WATER DISTRICT

PROJECT APPLICANT EMAIL PHONE NUMBER
(530) 846-3100

PROJECTAPPLICANT ADDRESS
735 VIRGINIA STREET

CITY STATE

GRIDLEY CA
ZIP CODE
95948

PROJECT APPLICANT (Check appropriate box)

[X[ Local Public Agency Q School District Q Other Special District Q State Agency Q Private Entity

CHECK APPLICABLE FEES:
0 Environmental Impact Report (EIR) $4,227.50

Mitigated/Negative Declaration (MND)(ND) $3,043.75
Certified Regulatory Program (CRP) document - payment due directly to CDFW $1,437.25

$ $4,227.50
$

$

Exempt from fee
Noticeof Exemption (attach)
CDFW No Effect Determination (attach)

Fee previously paid (attach previously issued cash receipt copy)

Water Right Application or Petition Fee (State Water Resources Control Board only) $850.00

KI County documentary handling fee $50.00

Other
PAYMENT METHOD:

$

$ $50,00
$

Cash Credit KJ Check Other TOTAL RECEIVED $ $4,277,50

SIGNATURE AGENCY OF FILING PRINTED NAME AND TITLE

y Mark Zarate. Deputy County Clerk-Recorder

OFW 753 5a (Rav.01012026)



Butte County
Dian) sy, County •Iteric-AeuC-ineir

155 hslacG ZtVcnue

0r “A111e, CA 0n>eS
(£•30) 552-3400, Cipti/.'r- 2

Receipt: 26-12494

Product Same Extended
i C££A C£<jA F15H ANC Wl LulTEE i4,277.Se

» E*a«H
Dicuiftejjc 0-:- 0421^uJo«Sil

lK*CtiSer<£ Ir.Zc: WiJ'TTB iMH PEri *. la j'kJu'T

Filing Type ETP
at«it& Fer. Ft ev chained iilse

Ni-* tn-htg^ Cieik Fee false

Total >4,277.50

T^hCidf ('’hcCk' $4 , i’^7 •
Check Ku»bci:i3x>C4
?>ild By CROVsST AUu VRlTCHAfti'’
Msyie

Think You

4/21/26, 1:36 PM PST mtaret*



2026 CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL FEE FORM

On 4/23/2026 Butte Water District fned application '

(Date) (Name)

for development with the Siskiyou County Clerk . Before the application
(Name of City) J

is accepted as complete for processing, fees in the following amount(s) must be deposited with i

Posting a Copy of NOD I
Clerk Processing Fee $50.00

|
Negative Declaration $3,043.75*

EIR $4,227.50
i

Categorically Exempt $0.00

Statutorily Exempt $0.00

Fee Exemption issued by the DFG $0.00

Other $

No project shall be operative, vested or final until the required fee is paid. Public Resources
Code §21089 (b);

On deposited $ . . ,‘
1 (Date) (Name)

ENDORSED-W. WINNINGHAM
with the Siskiyou County Clerk .

(Attest)

Application No. , , Receipt #
(To be completed when application is received for processing) 1 ' /
* If it is determined by Siskiyou County that the fee required for a Negative Declaration does not
apply to your project a refund will be granted.
2025 Fee.Form

the County Clerk;


