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State Water Resources Control Board

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF
A DRAFT SUBSEQUENT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT FOR THE
MCCLOUD-PIT HYDROELECTRIC PROJECT RELICENSING
FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION PROJECT NO. 2106

To: Interested Parties and Governor's Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation

Notice is hereby given that a Draft Subsequent Environmental impact Report for the
MecCloud-Pit Hydroelectric Project Relicensing (Draft SEIR) is available for public review.
and comment |

Background
On July 15, 2009, Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) filed an application with

the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) to request relicensing of the
McCloud-Pit Hydroelectric Project (Proposed Project). The original FERC license for the
McCloud-Pit Hydroelectric Project (Hydroelectric Project) expired on July 31, 2011.
Since then, the Hydroelectric Project has operated under annual licenses issued by
FERC. As part of its relicensing process, PG&E filed an application for a water quality
certification (certification) under section 401 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. § 1341)
with the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board).

When the State Water Board considers issuing a certification for a project, it evaluates
whether the project will comply with applicable water quality standards and other
applicable requirements of state law and determines conditions necessary to protect
water quality. In California, water quality standards are established in regional water
quality control plans (basin plans). Regional Water Quality Control Boards prepare
basin plans that designate the beneficial uses of waters to be protected and establish
the water quality objectives necessary to protect those uses, as required under

. section 303 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. § 1313) and sections 13240 and 13241
of the California Water Code.

Additionally, in issuing a certification, the State Water Board must comply with the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). (Pub. Resources Code, § 21000 et seq.)
PG&E applied to the State Water Board for a certification on November 9, 2018.

(33 U.S.C. § 1341.) The State Water Board, as CEQA lead agency, prepared an initial
study and negative declaration for the Proposed Project to inform and support its .
decision regarding PG&E's certification application for the Hydroelectric Project’s
relicensing. The State Water Board issued a final initial study and negative declaration’

1 https://waterboards.ca.goviwaterrights/water_issues/programs/water_quality_cert

/docs/mccloud_ceqa.pdf
E. Joaquin EsquiveL, cHAIR | ERic OPPENHEIMER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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(IS/ND) on November 8, 2019. Additionglly, on November 8, 2019, the Executive
Director issued a certification for the Proposed Project.

On December 6, 2019, PG&E (separately) and the Winnemem Wintu Tribe and North
Coast Rivers Alliance (NCRA) (jointly) filed with the State Water Board petitions for
reconsideration (petitions} of the certification for the Hydroelectric Project's relicensing.
Each petition requests modification of the certification, and the Winnemem Wintu Tribe
and NCRA's petition additionally challenges the CEQA analysis-prepared for the
certification issued for the Hydroelectric Project’s relicensing. In response to the
petitions, the State Water Board's Executive Director directed staff to reinitiate
consultation with the Winnemem Wintu Tribe to inform whether, and if so, what
additional CEQA work may be necessary (Order WQ 2020-0041-EXEC?2). As part of the
reinitiated consultation with the Winnemem Wintu Tribe; staff determined that
preparation of-a subsequent environmental impact report would be-appropriate to-- -
analyze impacts to tribal cultural resources that were unknown during the original CEQA
process. A Notice of Preparation® for the Subsequent Environmental Impact Report was
issued on March 10, 2022. '

The following information is provided in satisfacﬁon of the formal written notice
requirements for the public review of the Draft SEIR (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, § 15087).

Applicant: PG&E
Proposed Project Name: McCloud-Pit Hydroelectric Project Relicensing
Proposed Project Location: Shasta and Siskiyou Counties, California

Proposed Project Description
The Hydroelectric Project is owned and operated by PG&E. The Hydroelectric Project is

located on the McCloud River, Iron Canyon Creek, and Pit River, in Shasta and

Siskiyou Counties, California. The 368-megawatt Hydroelectric Project consists of three
power-generating developments that include two storage reservoirs (McCloud and Iron
Canyon); two regulating reservoirs (Pit 6 and Pit 7), one afterbay (Pit 7), three
powerhouses (James B. Black, Pit 6, and Pit 7), five' dams (Pit 6, Pit 7, Pit 7 Afterbay,
Iron Canyon, and McCloud), three recreation areas (Tarantula Gulch Boat Launch and .
Day Use Area, Deadlun Creek Campground, Hawkins Landing Campground-and Boat
Launch), two tunnels, and associated equipment and transmission facilities. ’

The Proposed Project includes relicensing (continued operations) of the Hydroelectric
Project with changes, including: (1) revised minimum instream flows; (2) recreation
facility construction and improvements; and (3) implementation of new enviranmental
management plans and measures. Additional information on Hydroelectric Project
facilities and the Proposed Project can be found on the State Water Board’s
Hydroelectric Project webpage?.

2 https:llwww.waterboards.ca.govlboard_decisionsladopted_orders/water_quality12020
/wqo2020_0041_exec.pdf

3. https:Ilwaterboards.ca.gov/waterrightslwater_issueslprogramslwater_quality_cert
/docsf2022/mccloud-pit-nop.pdf

4 https:llwaterboards.ca.govlwaterrightslwater_issueslprogramslwater_quality_cert
Imccloudpit_ferc2106.html




Interested Parties -3- ' April 7, 2026

Overview of Draft SEIR

The Draft SEIR evaluates the Proposed Project as well as three alternatives: (1) No
Project; (2) Whitewater Boater Flows; and (3) Salmon Flows below McCloud Dam. The
alternatives are described in detail in Chapter 5 of the Draft SEIR.

The Draft SEIR identifies significant impacts for the foI[oWing resources, for which there
are mitigation'measures that will be implemented to prevent or avoid significant
environmental impacts:

» Biological Resources
* Hydrology and Water Quality
o Tribal Cultural Resources

--The Draft SEIR identifies significant-and unavoidable impacts for the.follewing- - - ---
resources:

¢ Tribal Cultural Resources
e Cumulative Impacts — Tribal Cultural Resources

Public Review Period

The comment period for the Draft SEIR is from the date of this notice untll Friday,
May 22, 2026. Comments on the Draft SEIR must be received by 12:00 p.m. on
Friday, May 22, 2026, and can be submitted electronically or by mail as follows:

Email (preferred):
WR401Program@waterboards.ca.gov

or

Mail:
Ms. Savannah Downey
State Water Resources Control Board
Division of Water Rights — Water Quality Certification Program
- .- .P.O.Box 2000 -
Sacramento, CA 95812-2000

The Draft SEIR and associated appendices, along with additional information regarding
the State Water Board’s certification process are available on the Hydroelectric Project
webpage®. The Draft SEIR relies on and incorporates by reference portions of the Final
IS/MND issued by the Board in November 2019 and the Final Environmental impact
Statement issued by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission in February 2011 for
the Hydroelectric Project relicensing, which are also available on the Hydroelectric
Project’'s webpage.

5 hitps://waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/water_quality _cert
/mccloudpit_ferc2106.html
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Document Availability

If you cannot access the documents online, you can review electronic copies of the
Draft SEIR and associated appendices at the following locations. Please note the days
the locations are open are provided for convenience; locations may be closed on the
indicated days for holidays or other reasons.

State Water Resources Control Board

Redding Library
ond F1[gg: :Rig;etz_‘] 14 1100 P_arkview Avenue McCloud Library
Sacramer;to CA 95814 Redding, CA 96001 300 E. Columbero Drive
(916) 3 4'1_5300 (530) 245-7250 McCloud, CA 96057
Open Monday to Thursday (530) 964-2169

Open Monday to Friday

, i 10:00 a.m. — 7:00 p.m. Open Monday,
9.00am.—4:30 p.m. )
. Open Friday to Sunday Wednesday, and Friday
Appomtme_nt preferred. Sc_hed.ule an 10:00 am. —6:00 p.m. ~ 12:00 = 4:00 ¢ DM,
appointment by emailing:

dwr@waterboards.ca.gov

Public Comment Meeting
On May 6, 2026, State Water Board staff will host an online pubhc forum tfo receive oral
.comments on the Draft SEIR as follows:

May 6, 2026 .
Starting at 3:30 p.m.
Registration Link: https://waterboards.zoom.us/meeting/register/s7UKSTQIT-
a14Hyxoc5smA _
The forum will conclude after all interested persons have provided their comments.

You must register to attend the virtual meeting. Once you register, you will
receive an email with a meeting invite.
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KEEP INFORMED OF PROPOSED PROJECT MILESTONES
To receive emails related to the Hydroelectric Project and other projects pursuing
certifications managed by the Division of Water Rights, interested persons should enroll
in the “Water Rights Water Quality Certification” e-mail notification service. Instructions
on how to sign up for the State Water Board's Email Subscription List are outlined
below: : ‘

1. Visit the State Water Board's State Water Board’s Email Subscription webpage.®

2. Provide your name and email in the required fields. * '

3. In the categories below the email and name fields, select “Water Rights,” then “Water
Rights Water Quality Certification”. ’ ' ‘

4. Click the "Subscribe" button.

5. An email will be sent to you. You must respond to the email message to confirm your |

- |-membership on-the selected list(s).

By -enrolling in this email list, you will receive notices for other current projects in the
Division of Water Rights’ Water Quality Certification Program, including the
Hydroelectric Project. If you do not have internet access or do not wish to participate in
the email subscription list, you may contact Savannah Downey by phone call to:

(916) 322-1585 and leave a message to request to receive notices by mail. You can
enroll or un-enroll from the email subscription service at any time.

If you have questioﬁs regarding this notice, please contact Ms. Savannah Downey by
phone call to: (916) 322-1585 or by email to: Savannah.Downey@waterboards.ca.gov.

ﬁ m % April 7, 2026

Parker Thaler, Date
Water Quality Certification Program Manager
Division of Water Rights

8 'https:llwww.waterboards.ca.govlresourceslemaiI_subscriptibnsl
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April 7, 2026 RECEIVED
Laura Bynum, Siskiyou County Clerk-Registrar of Voters APR 09 202
311 Fourth Street ' SISKIYOU CO
Room 201 CLERK'S OFIl:JIgl[:Y

Yreka, CA 96097

McCloud-Pit Hydroelectric Project

-Federal Energy-Regulatory Project No. 2106
NMcCloud River, Iron Canyon Creek, Pit River
Shasta and Siskiyou Counties

DISTRIBUTION AND POSTING OF NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF A DRAFT
SUBSEQUENT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT FOR THE MCCLOUD-PIT
HYDROELECTRIC PROJECT RELICENSING

Dear Ms. Bynum:

On April 7, 2026, the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) issued
a Draft Subsequent Environmental Impact Report for the McCloud-Pit Hydroelectric
Project Relicensing and associated Notice of Availability of a Draft Subsequent
Environmental Impact Report for the McCloud-Pit Hydroelectric Project Relicensing
(Notice). This letter with enclosure serves as notice to Shasta County, where a portion
of the McCloud-Pit Hydroelectric Project (Project) is located, as required per California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines' section 15087, subdivision (a). The
State Water Board requests that the attached Notice be posted in the Office of the
County Clerk within 24 hours of receipt and for at least 30 days in accordance
with CEQA Guidelines section 15087, subdivision (d). We would appreciate if the
Notice is posted through the public comment period, which concludes at

12:00 pm on May 22, 2026.

Additional information related to the Project’s water quality certification application and
CEQA process can be found on the State Water Board’s Project webpage:
hitps://waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/water_quality _cert/mcclo
udpit_ferc2106.html.

' The CEQA Guidelines are located in the California Code of Regulations, title 14,

sections 15000 et seq.
E. Joaquin Esquiver, cHAalR | Eric QOPPENHEIMER, EXEGUTIVE DIREGTOR

1001 I Street, Sacramento, GA 95814 | Mailing Address: P.O. Box 100, Sacramento, GA 85812-0100 | www.waterboards.ca.gov
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If you have any questions regarding this letter or enclosure, please contact me at:
Savannah.Downey@waterboards.ca.gov, or by phone call to: (916) 322-1585.

Sincerely,

Savannah Downey, Senior Environmental Scientist (Specialist)
Water Quality Certification Program
Division of Water Rights

Enclosure: - Notice of Availability of a Draft Subsequent Environmental Impact Report
for the McCloud-Pit Hydroelectric Project Relicensing



SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE. TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY.

gy State of California - Department of Fish and Wildlife
K_;,; 2026 ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT FILING FEE CASH RECEIPT
W ¥ DFW?753.5a (REV. 01/01/26) Previously DFG 753.5a

Print

.

RECEIPT NUMBER:
47-04/10/2026-017

STATE CLEARINGHOUSE NUMBER (if applicable)

LEAD AGENCY LEAD AGENCY EMAIL DATE
STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD 04/10/2026
COUNTY/STATE AGENCY OF FILING DOCUMENT NUMBER
SISKIYOU COUNTY 2028-47-017
PRCJECT TITLE
MCCLOUD-PIT HY DROELECTRIC PROJECT, FEDERAL REGULATORY PROJECT NOC 2106
PROJECT APPLICANT NAME PROJECT APPLICANT EMAIL PHONE NUMBER
STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD savannah.downey@waterboards.ca.gov (916) 322-1585
PROJECT APPLICANT ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP CODE
1001 | STREET, PO BOX 100 SACRAMENTO CA 95812-0100
PROJECT APPLICANT (Check approptiate box)

[ Local Public Agency ] School District 7] Other Special District State Agency [0 Private Entity
CHECK APPLICABLE FEES:

O Envirenmental Impact Report (EIR) $ 422750 g

O Mitigated/Negative Declaration (MND)YND) $ 3,043.75 3

[0 Cerified Regulatery Program {CRP) document - payment due directly to COFW $ 1,437.25 s

0 Exempt from fee

v

O Nofice of Exemption {(attach}
[0 CDFW No Effect Determination (attach)
] Fee previously paid (attach previously issued cash receipt copy)

[0 water Right Application or Petition Fee (State Water Resaurces Control Board only) s 850.00%

O County documentary handling fee $ 50.00 %

B Other NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY $
PAYMENT METHOD:

O Cash O Credit

[ Check O oOther TOTAL RECEIVED  §

0.00

SIGNATURE

X

ENDORSED-W. WINNINGHAM

AGENCY OF FILING PRINTED NAME AND TITLE

Wendy Winningham  Deputy Clerk

ORIGINAL - PROJECT APPLICANT

COPY - COFWIASB COPY - LEAD AGENCY COPY - COUNTY CLERK DFW753.5a (Rev. 01012026}



