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NOTICE OF LIMITED RECIRCULATION AND NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY
'AND OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT AND HEARING ON
|
REVISED DRAFT SACRAMENTOIDELTA UPDATES TO THE. WATER
.. QUALITY CONTROL PLAN FOR THE .SAN FRANCISCO
BAYISACRAMENTO-SAN JOAQUIN DELTA WATERSHED AND.
' ' SUPPORTING DRAFT STAFF. REPORT :

NOTICE IS'HEREBY. GIVEN that State” Water Resources ControIBoard (State Water -
.Board: ot Board) staff-has released. for publicireview and comment a revised draft of
updates to the Water.Quality Contro! Plan for.the San Francisco Bay/Sacramento-San
Joaquin Delta Watershed (Bay-Delta Plan or.Plan).! The changes are focused on the
portions of the Plan.relévant to the Sacramento River watershed, Delta eastside
tributaries (including the Calaveras, Cosumnes, and Mokelumne Rivers), and Delta

a (SacramentolDelta) for the reasonable protect:on of fish and wildlife benefi C|aI uses.

NOTICE 1S ADDITIONALLY HEREBY GIVEN that the State Water Board is conductlng

a limited recirculation of the draft Staff Repoft/Substitute.Environmerital Document (Staff> "

‘Report) in, support of SacramentolDelta updates to.the Bay-Delta Plan by releasirg a

new chapter (Chaptér 13) for. public review and comment. Chapter 13, Revised -

Proposed Plan Amendments, provides an updated project description with supporting
: envnronmental and.economic analyses and is summarized further below.

NOTICE IS ADDITIONALLY HEREBY GIVEN that the State Water Board will receive '
public comments .on the December 2025.revised draft updates to.the Bay-Delta Plan, "

and,. Chapter.13 of the draft Staff Report both in wntlng and orally at a Board hearing, in '

accordance with this notice.
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" 1The Bay-E)elte Plan was last amended in 2018' when the State Water Board adopted updates relevant to
Lower San Joaquin River flows for the reasenable protection.of fish and wildlife and ‘southern’ Delta
salinity for the reasonable protection of agriculture.

E. Joacuin EsQuivEL, CHAIR ] ERic OPPENHEIMER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

1001 1 Stroet, Sacramento, CA 85814 |- Mailing Address: PO Box 100, Sacramenta, CA 95812-0100 | www.waterboards.ca.gov
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Lo -process Fhe-Board. protects:water quality.that affects beneficial uses.of-waterinthe .- " |

5 publlc comments. Following a public ¢ comment period on.the 2024 .draft Plan, a révised

-2-

The public hearing will be h‘etd at the following times and locations:

January 28-30, 2026, beginning at 9:00 am
Joe Serna Jr. CalEPA Building -
Coastal Hearing Room .
1001 i Street, Second Floor:
Sacramento, CA 95814

And via Video and Teleconference -

BACKGROUND -
State law requires that the State Water Board adopt water quality control plans to
reasonably protect beneficial uses of water. The Board is required to periodically review
its:water quality control plans and fo update those plans as needed through.a publlc .

Bay-DeIta in part, through its Bay-Delta Plan. The Bay—De!ta Plan identifies:

(1) beneficial uses of water in the Bay-Delta, which clrrently include municipal,
industrial, agncultural and fish and wildlife uses; (2) largely-flow-based water quality
objectives to redsonably: protect the beneficial uses; and (3) a program of
implementation to achieve the objectlves mc[udmg momtonng and reportlng
reqmrements ‘ i
In September 2023, the State Water Board released a draft Staff Report (2023 Draft
Staff Report) evaluating the potential environmental, water supply, and economic effects
of different alternatives. for the Sacramento/Delta updates to the Bay-Delta Plan. The
draft Staff Report evaluated the following: proposed Flan amendments that were based
on the 2018 Framework for possible Sacramento/Delta updates to thie Bay-Delta Plan;
proposed voluntary agreements (VAs), referred to as the Healthy Rivers and
Landscapes (HRL) proposal; and Low Flow and High Flow alternatives; as well as
several modular alternatives that would modify the other alteratives.

In October 2024 Board staff reledsed a draft of potential updates to the Bay-Deita F’Iari
that incorporated alternatives identified in‘the draft Staff Report with revisions based on-

" draft of Plan updates_was released in_July-2025. The.Board delayed public commerton - -
the July 2025 revised draft Plan in order to make further revisions and-to allow for
comments on the revised draft Plan to be prov:ded with-the limited recirculation of the |
draft Staff Report as part of a new Chapter 13 to the draft.Staff Report. Both of these !
documents reflect the updated proposed project, which brings together in the Bay-Delta } :
Plan program of implementation a VA pathway that incorporates HRL commitments and :
would apply to HRL water rights and.a regulatory pathway that would apply to other

water rights and to HRL water rights in the event the VA pathway is discontinued.

Chapter 13 provides a comparative analysis of the revised proposed Plan amendments
based on the 2023 Draft Staff Report with any necessary modifications to ensure that
the publlc has the opportunity for additional.meaningful pubhc review. and comment

1
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Wlth this. notice, the Board is lnltlatlng a public comment period for the December 2025
rev:sed draft Plan and Chapteéf 13 of the draft Staff Report Attachmerit A includes a.
summary of the December 2025 revised draft Plan. Attachment B includes a more

"detalled summary of rewswns contamed in Chapter 13 '

' PROCEDURAL REQUIREMENTS. - , :
The draft Staff Report fulfills the requrrements of the Callforma Enwronmental Quality

Act (CEQA) -and the State Water Board's regulations (Cal Code Regs., tit. 23, § 37756t |

" seq.), as well.as the Porter—Cologne ‘Water Quality'Control Act.and other applicable
requrrements The Board's.water quality control planning program is a certified
regulatory program and is exempt from certain CEQA requirements, such as

- preparation-of an environmental impact report (EIR). Theidraft Staff Report has been
prepared in lieu of an EIR because it is recognized: under;CEQA and- the regulatlons
:mplementmg CEQA as prowdlng the functional equwalent

- —— - .....:“-‘i— [P ._g.. [, _a....s,..,..-.... - .-&-.- S —— = —_ - L....;..up B T e N T T

“CEQA Gundehnes may be-cited where. appropriate and. relevant to help gu1de or inform"™
the CEQA analysis-consistent with CEQA’s.goals and standards California Code of
Regulatlons title 14, section 15088.5, supdivision (a) requires a Iead -agency to
recirculate an EIR when significant new information is added, such as changes in the

,pro;ect or envrronmental settlng as well as additional data of ottier information. If the
revision-is limited to a féw chapters or portlons of the EIR; the. lead agency need only
recirculate the chapters or portlons that have béen modified. (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14,
§ 15088:5, subd. (c).) The portlon of the draft Staff R”é"p“ort that is belng recirculated i is
Ilmlted to'Chapter 13. } ‘

DOCUMENT AVAILABILITY ' ' .
' The Décérnber 2025 revised draft’ updates to the. lay-DeIta Plan and Chapter 13 of the

Fidraft:Staff:Report are available for review on the’Board's website. Parties who wish: to™

" make formal comments must dosoin wntlng by the deadllne specnf‘ ied below of ora]ly at

“the public-hearing.

WRITTEN PUBLIC COMMENTS )
The State Water Board is-accepting writteni comments on the December 2025 revised
draft Bay-DeIta Plan and Chapter 13 of the draft-Staff Report. The Board is not
s **“acc‘eptlng"‘further cc‘rﬁﬁfents“bﬁ“ the'T remaindE?'of the"d’r“a‘ft “Staff: Report tﬁ*aﬁ‘vas R
. prev:ously released fof pubtlc cofmment. In order to be: fully consndered -written ‘
. comments -must be recelved no later than February 2 2026

To support efficiént review-of written comments, cofimenters are encouraged to

- organize their letters using clear headlngs to distinguish between comments 6n the

" December 2025 revised draft Plan and Chapter-13 of the draft Staff Report. In addition,
commenters are requested 1o identify and dlstlngwsh specific CEQA-related comments
from other comments where appropnate '

A Comments should be submitted via.email’ to SacDeItaComme ts@waterboards ca. go :
with the subject line “Comment Letter — Revised Draft Sacramento/Daélta Bay-DeIta
Plan Updates & Ch. 13.6f Draft Staff Report " If comments exceed email file size

 limitations, please send an email to the above address 4t least 24 hours in advance of
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the comment deadline for aSSIstance with submltttng documents via the Board's Flle
Transfer Protocol (FTP) site. :

Comments on the revrsed draft Bay-Delta Plan and Chapter 13 of the draft Staff Report
- will inform development of a final draft of the Plan and final Staff Report. The final Staff.
Report will contain responses to previously submitted comments on the 2023 Draft Staff
- Report (including responsive edits to the Staff Report) as well as any. additional -

. .comments on Chapter 13: Both the final Staff Report and final draft of the Plan will be
avaitable for public review and comment before being considered for adoptlon by the .
Board at a future' Board meetmg a : P -

HEARING INFORMATION : ' * o
The State Water Board will conduct the public hearing in accordance w1th Callforma Y
Code of Regulatlons title 23, section 649 et seq. There will be no sworn testtmony or .

present at the hearing, the State Water Board will not take any formal.action. The = .
hearing.will include both a ‘physical: meetrng Iocatton and an option to partlmpate N
remotely as descrlbed below

The purpose.of the pubhc hearlng is to receive mput on the December 2025 revused
" draft updates to the Bay-Delta Plan and Chapter 13 of the draft Staff Reéport. The* . . -
. hearing-days will mc[ude (1yintroductory remarks from the Board Chatrr and Board
members; (2) a staff presentation; and (3) public comment with the opportunlty for
combined comments through panel presentatlons _ )

i ‘ H
Speakers will have an opportunity to provide oral comments during the hearing.

. Speakers should provide oral commients at only one hearing date. Individual comments
will be limited to 3 minutes.. If you wish to make an individual comment, please fi louta
virtual speaker card-by the deadline noted below. For those who plan to participate
virtually, the Clerk to the Board will respond to your form one business day before the
hearlng with the information needed to join the meeting. :

For those who wish to provnde a panel presentation, p[ease emall

acDeItaComments@waterboards ca.gov by.thé.deddiine identifi ed below wnth the
ofqthe.heanng-the paneLls requestlng to present—at. -

(2) the names, aﬂ" llatlons and emai! addressés of each. member of the panel; ,
(3) whether each panel member will present in person or remote[y. and (4) a short
description of the content the panel plans to present. Panel presentations will be limited
to 20 minutes (depending.on the number- of panel requests) unless otherwise directed.
Panels. that would-like to make a. PowerPomt presentation must submit their. PowerPoint
presentatlon to SacDeltaComments@waterboards .ca.gov by. the deadline tdentn‘" ed
below. S . S

,,,,,,,
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To ensure a well-organlzed and efficient hearing, please adhere to the following

deadlines:
Hearing Dates Deadline _ Date
.January 28-30, 2026 '|.Panel presentation requests January 21, 2026
| PowerPoint presentations’ . | January 26, 2026
| Virtual speaker cards - .. | January 27, 2026

For those-who only wish to watch the heanng. a webcast will be- avaﬂable at

. youtube.com/user/BoardWebSupport/ and video.calepa.ca.gov/ (closed captlohlng
-available) and should be used unless you mtend to.comment.

P - FUTURE‘NGTIFIGATION’S‘ R R R eI L B

. ¢ . To receive future email notifications about the:Bay-Delta Plan processes, including to |y
receive notice of futiire:gpportunity for public comment and hearing, subscribe to the |-
“Bay Delta Notices" topic (listed under Water nghts) ‘

AVAILABILITY OF LANGUAGE SERVICES .
To request oral interpretation or sign language services, please submit your request at i
least-10 business days before the hearing by contacting the Office of Public :
Engagement, Equity, and Tribal Affairs at (916) 341-5254 or

Telecommunications device for the deaf (TDD) users may contact the California Relay
‘Serwce at: TTY (800) 735-2929 or voice line at (800) 735-2922

VISITING THE CALEPA BUILDING

:All visitors to the CalEPA Buﬂdlng are requtred to sign ;n at the secunty guard statton
Lavlocatedijuskinside the main entrance: Visit the CaIEPA websnte for additional information

‘on travelmg to the CalEPA Buiiding.

CONTACT INFORMATION |
TSR tﬁF‘m‘que”stm@regaleqg“thls‘ngnbe “emall SatDéltaComitients@waterboards.cax ‘60”""“" e

December 12,2025 . " .

Courtney Tyler ‘
Clerk to the Board

Date




